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Did

know? This has been a big anniversary year
in classical music: the 250th anniversary
of Handel’s death, the 200th anniversary
of Haydn’s death, and the 200th year
since Mendelssohn’s birth.

Composers on the calendar

Winery plan
moves ahead 
Owners say law gives them right
to build but drop plans for tent 
By James A. Johnson
Daily News staff

A proposal to build a wine-
making facility at Greenvale
Vineyards on Wapping Road has
taken a new turn.

The vineyard owners with-
drew their application to the Zon-
ing Board of Review for a special
use permit about a month ago,
according to Assistant Town
Planner Gary Crosby. About three
weeks ago, the owners applied for
a building permit, claiming they
could build the facility as a mat-
ter of right.

Nancy Wilson, who runs
Greenvale Vineyards with her
husband, William Wilson, on Fri-
day cited provisions of the state
Right to Farming Act, which
allow for a winemaking facility
as a matter of right.

The Wilsons have eliminated a
proposal to allow weddings and

other functions beneath a tent at
the vineyards.

“We have withdrawn that part
of the plan as a way to simplify
the plan,” Nancy Wilson said.
“That eliminates a major part of
the neighbors’ concerns.”

The application for the build-
ing permit now is before building
official George Medeiros. He
must decide whether the build-
ing is allowed as a matter of right
or whether it requires a special
use permit and must go before the
Zoning Board of Review, Crosby
said.

Either decision is subject to
appeal. That appeal would go to
the zoning board, which would
determine whether Medeiros
applied the law correctly.

If the board rules that the per-
mit could be issued as a matter of
right, the building official would

Lighthouse foundation wants 
to keep antiques at Armory
The nonprofit group plans to
submit a bid to operate the
Thames Street building.

By Sean Flynn
Daily News staff

Rose Island Lighthouse Foundation
Armory Antiques is planning to meet
Friday’s deadline to submit a proposal
to lease the city-owned Armory on low-
er Thames Street in Newport.

Dave McCurdy, executive director of
the nonprofit Rose Island Lighthouse
Foundation, said the organization has
had an office in the Armory for the past
25 years, but overseeing the antique
dealers who sublet space in the build-
ing would be a new endeavor.

“We would operate the Armory as an
antique center and include education
and restoration as part of our mission,”
McCurdy said.

The Rose Island Lighthouse Founda-
tion faces some competition for the
lease.

Barry Clifford, who founded the Why-
dah Sea Lab & Learning Center, popu-
larly known as the Whydah Pirate
Museum, has proposed moving his
museum from Provincetown, Mass., to
the Armory. He also is expected to sub-
mit a formal proposal by the deadline.

The Redevelopment Agency last
month evicted Armory Antiques and
Fine Arts, owned by Gib Conklin, for
failure to pay back rent. Conklin’s rent
was $4,200 a month and he was about
$40,000 behind in payments, according

to Bruce T. Bartlett, the agency’s exec-

utive director. 

However, the Armory remains the

home of the Armory Antiques Center

that currently displays goods from

about 55 dealers. The city had leased the

building to Conklin, who then sublet

floor space and display cases to the oth-

er vendors. Bartlett said dealers had

been paying Conklin, but the city had

not received any of that money in the

months prior to the eviction.

The Rose Island Lighthouse Founda-

tion offered to become the master ten-

ant for the antique dealers. The Rede-

velopment Agency accepted the offer

on a temporary basis, until Jan. 15. By

that time, the agency is expected to

For hospital president, new job feels like

By James J. Gillis
Daily News staff

NEWPORT 

When August B.“Gus”
Cordeiro tells you he worked
his way up from the ground

floor, he means it.
Cordeiro started working at New-

port Hospital as a 16-year-old Middle-
town High School student, scrubbing
dishes in the kitchen. Forty years lat-
er he is the hospital’s president and
chief executive officer.

“I certainly know my way around
the hospital by now,” Cordeiro said.
“It’s been a big part of my life.”

It’s always been part of his life.
Born at Newport Hospital in 1953, he
is one of eight children born to
Manuel and Mabel Cordeiro. “My par-
ents had three sets of twin boys, as

well as two girls,” he said. “I was in
the third set of twins, the last one
out.”

When Cordeiro was a boy, his moth-
er suffered from a chronic illness and
spent considerable time in the hospi-
tal. It became a familiar place to
Cordeiro. Taking the dishwashing job
seemed natural.

And he stayed at the hospital 20
years, holding various jobs including
nursing assistant, mental health
worker and vice president of profes-
sional services. “I started when I was
16 and from there it’s been one thing
after another,” he said.

But it has not been uninterrupted.
From 2001 to last August, Cordeiro
worked as vice president for patient
support systems at Rhode Island Hos-
pital in Providence, a job he enjoyed.
But Newport Hospital is home.

“I love this hospital and I love this
community,” he said. “When I was at
Rhode Island Hospital, my wife and I
had looked at moving closer (to Provi-
dence) but we really didn’t want to
leave.” 

Cordeiro’s family lived on Simmons
Street in Newport’s old Fifth Ward
neighborhood until moving to a Mid-
dletown farm. His father worked
delivering milk, and the young
Cordeiro sometimes rode along.

“He was raising a family of eight
kids on a milkman’s salary,” Cordeiro
said. “Maybe we were poor, but I did-
n’t feel that way.”

Cordeiro knew one thing. He had no
interest in following his father onto
the milk truck. “Oooh, I hated the
smell of the stale milk,” he said with
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Gary Adriance, owner of Adriance Furnituremakers, arranges some pieces
Thursday in a space in the Armory on Thames Street in Newport. Adriance
says if the Rose Island Lighthouse Foundation is chosen to oversee the 
building, he will sublet a space as a showplace for merchandise from his
Bellevue Avenue gallery.
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Newport Hospital President August B. ‘Gus’ Cordeiro was born at the hospital and started as a dishwasher there when
he was 16, eventually working his way up to other positions. After serving as a vice president at Rhode Island 
Hospital for several years, he is back where it all began.

LOS ANGELES (AP) — The
last time humans visited the
moon, it seemed dry, barren and
pretty close to useless. Now sci-
entists say they have proven that
plenty of water lies in a deep
polar crater that never sees the
sun.

The discovery announced Fri-
day came after a one-two punch
of the moon last month by NASA,
which slammed two spacecraft
into a crater near the south pole,
kicking up a plume of debris.

In a flash, the moon looks excit-
ing again, raising hopes that
someday astronauts could exploit
this resource and build a lunar
outpost or use it as a launch pad
to the solar system.

“Indeed, yes, we found water.
And we didn’t find just a little bit.

We found a significant amount,”
said Anthony Colaprete, lead sci-
entist for the mission, holding up
white gallon water buckets for
emphasis.

The lunar crash kicked up at

NASA’s lunar crash
makes splash with
discovery of water

‘Having definitive
evidence that there is
substantial water is a

significant step forward
in making the moon an

interesting place to go.’ 

JOHN LOGSDON
George Washington University 

space policy scholar 
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COMING HOME

‘I fell in love with
the place a long

time ago. I’m still
in love with it.’ 

August B. ‘Gus’ Cordeiro, 
Newport Hospital president
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